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i phy-Gionde’s cabeenl oslabe vimeyands

Mlany Califcsnia wine sscares have been
producing caberner for years. ['ve chosen o
few thar I've liked consiscencly, for peasons
ather than fashion. All @ them have wan
critical wcglaim and have wndent LIS NUMELY
Uddly, bungevity arsl steadiness can wark
dE&INAL a Frl.ldl.n::r'i LMmAgs 1h gAc Sense.
The mung world is cyclical. There is new a
lurge mew gensealion of cunsumers discoy-
ecing wine dor the first time; stzered by
tagtemnakers and medis soward plamarous

lubels of the moment, chey may tend to
owerloek tiigd-and-trus
thiess

The reasun all chese estnics kave brgr
producing and selling wine s leng as they
bave is simply that chey vield fine wine
While s ny al the current BUCCEnn-hoaie
darlings were born peaterday, chese evaces
have bees prowen owar the years. [n
tion o their disgincrive wines, chey have
IntEresting |I|$:.l|'.:-|, KD goung back to
TNE mineEenh Centary.

Of couarse,
au if ¥

!:.":‘-\J\I:'-::“ :.l:-,:'. 1]

there's path ng wrong with
u decide yoa don't Like thess
chrates, JI‘l.‘I [‘:.'\H-E- I ghd dut a rid |1._.d your
W r‘J"-"-"rll:f' I.l.‘!'lrll:'-"_ HUYILEEON PIODENTies
her woschy cencicdases, in
lact, and ['d be plesied to know char woL
tound them., Singe there is no righe e
wrong, the waorse problem rou're likely o
fwce i chiscowering rhar o wine vou assumed

-
Shers a5t many o

wauldn't mituce fur Blteen years haf magi-
y bloomied in ch
tious right aow

E Dogile and 1z ECFILMp=
Tow bad. Morhing ro do
bist £o44 anocher lamb chop oe the grill and
live wich our mukiikrs
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n oussarding example af a caber.
fnet muvignon esceee that desecves
its beegecniag repuracion is
MICHEL-SCHLUMBERGER. Billed ai a
‘henchiland eseize” in Diry Creek '..rjll_a-! Ll
might be more accurerely descrabsed as a
linked ser af vineyvards in che contoured
high ground of %Wine Creek Canyon, part of
the Dry Creek waregshed in the fics
swellings of Bradfoed Mountain on the west
side af Dy Creek Vallzy. The vins
ociginally pdunsed by the prolific Sonoma
County vineyardise Michazl Rowan, who
ilso developed the Tordan Vineypards satate
among others ."‘-[I;:ﬁ:l-.:‘-:.'l:lll'ﬂl:fl:é\.:r Oi0w
{OMpeiies fome simrp-hive wores (nclsding
several blocks in che midse of developmens
and replanging due to phylloxera) planced
to more than a balf-<dezen geape vacieties.
Grapes are also purchased o cermain boc-
thngs. But the reserve cabarner, made from
the finest blocks of Bordeaws waeieties, is
the true expression of the e
Winemaker Fred Pavne worked in
Mapa Valley fiw several years (primarily ar
Gricard Winery, now the Rudd Estate)
belore moving oo Senoma County in 1989
his faege VEMEAEE &t H.'.'l'll!i-ﬁill-l.l:ﬂ'\-.':‘!,;-:r
He was ona of che fiese Calilcsaia winemak-
ers to incegrite vateyard management ane
winemaking skilli inte a romplere Eurg-
pran-giyle winemaking program
Cnez of the exciting things abowr the
Michel-S¢hlumberger esrace i5 rhae the
neewer caberney suuvignon blocks inclede &
pre-p hpllaxera Fremch selecrion abrainsd
Ir,_l.'ll & mineresnth century Llun--:.'s;;:.' of
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urphy-Gaade built

their own label to it

present promingnce
on the strength of their excellent
vineyards and an exuberantly
fruity, richly-wooded style.
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Califarnia experimencal vineyard ehat was
forgatten during Pechibision and rediscov.
"It makes a dark,
TlmBand

ered JUEL @ Frre FEICY ARG
inky wine with fine
suid Payns
with ocher caberner clunes
racular.”

fiel and

" ap okl
-'Iil."'.ll.l'-'i.c‘h.ltlng. [ cEifik chae
BE puiEt o & bslend

at will be s

t E5 BNGThEF PRCERESE-
ing Socoma County estace, It was founded
i 1979 by Tim Murphy asd Dale Goode
sngoums Alesander Valley grapes geowers
Far several years, the jubitance of che basi-
reis was seiling grapes e acher wineries
Meanwhils, they b thesir own labal o
the screngeh of

[BET |l|."\;.'|.| POHMInEGLE oa

their sxcellent vineyards and the exuber-
richly wooded seyle of
maker Christine Bear; the inaugural
vintage was 19ES

The Mur;m-.:. afg a big I“r:l:.-I and
tverybody seems oo have cheir own vins-

anely foaity, CRHEE

yasds, Seweral of chem yield vineyaed-desi -
naced wines yuch as the Brende Biock
Caberner Jauvignon {abouc 900 cases)
Brenda Block {named foe ofie ol the eleven
Murpty grandchildoen) & & steep vineyand
abave the Russian River on che sast side of
Alexmnder "-'i.|.|.-:\.' figdf l;_i-l,-l.'p;-ru_llrl F T 41 11
the epsd From che winery. The Wwine iypi
cally shaws cthe characreriztic _'-.|¢:.:;,.-_J¢_
Valley gemevedicy of frair on & solid Frame
el agadity and rannin, liberally seasoned
with new gak

LAUREL GLEMN ix the msasterwock of
renaizance man Facoick Camphell—grupe
grower, winemakes, Zen monk, vialinise
phelesopher, wriver, aned, howgwer melucrans
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happellet occupies

warld of its awn on

Pritchard Hill, a small
mountain east of Rutherford with
a wide variety of microclimates
and voleanic soils.
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